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In the shipping world, FedEx has earned its stripes. The company’s old slogan -- “when it absolutely, positively
needs to be there overnight” – is a testament to its ef cient operation, which transports and delivers packages
around the globe. FedEx offers many entry-level employment opportunities, including package handler jobs.
FedEx package handlers earn a livable wage, and enjoy comprehensive bene ts and advancement opportunities.

Related Occupations

About FedEx
Today, companies receive funds from investment rms to get started. Start-up companies operate with fully
equipped of ces and employees enjoy perks such as free meals and company-paid outings. But FedEx’s history is
more of a bootstrap story – the stuff of corporate legend.
FedEx founder and CEO Fred Smith outlined his FedEx vision in a 1965 term paper he wrote at Yale University.
Smith cannot recall the grade he received, but as an average student, he speculates he earned a C.
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Eight years later, Smith realized his dream when he began operations under the name Federal Express. The
company began with 14 small planes and a few hundred employees. During the rst day of operation, Federal
Express processed and delivered 186 packages in 25 cities.
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In the early years, FedEx hung by a thread trying to stay a oat. At times, employees received notes in their
paycheck envelopes asking them not to cash their checks for a few days, as executives scrambled to come up
with funds. Sometimes, pilots had to use their personal credit cards to fuel planes. At one point, Smith ew to Las
Vegas with the last of the company’s funds and gambled through the night. He won and the company moved
forward.

Fedex Courier Job Description

FedEx’s nancial struggles have long since passed. Today, the company employees 425,000 people and operates
in 220 countries. FedEx owns nearly 700 aircraft and more than 180,000 motor vehicles. FedEx ships about 14
million packages per day, processing shipments through 11 air hubs and 37 ground hubs.

FedEx Package Handler Job Description
FedEx package handler duties and responsibilities include loading and unloading packages from aircraft, vans and
trailers. Some package handlers use heavy equipment such as forklifts and Tugs to move freight cages and
containers from vehicles to sorting facilities.
Some package handlers work in sorting operations, moving packages from cages and containers to conveyer
belts. Others work in the rewrap department, repackaging packages with inadequate or damaged packaging.
FedEx’s sorting system uses technology that scans a package’s shipping label along every step of its journey. The
conveyor networks in FedEx hubs are equipped with scanners that track the location of each package within the
facility. Throughout the sorting operation, package handlers position packages in a way that allows scanners to
read shipping label barcodes and Q codes.
FedEx handlers must recognize hazard material labeling and properly handle packages containing hazardous
materials. FedEx provides extensive hazardous materials training to all package handlers.

FedEx Package Handler Job Requirements
You do not need package handling experience to apply for a FedEx package handler job, but you must be at least
18 years old to qualify.
You must have the ability to read and discern numbers quickly, in order to keep up with the fast pace of the
sorting system. Working in a team environment requires workers to have good interpersonal and communication
skills.
Package handling jobs require strength and physical stamina. They must have the ability to lift 75 pounds and use
equipment such as pallet jacks, hand-held scanners, dock carts, dollies and forklifts.
Job candidates must pass a medical examination and drug test to qualify for employment. Package handlers must
be willing to follow safety rules and instructions, and always wear protective gear such as steel-toed boots and
hearing protection.
FedEx package handlers must be deadline oriented and have the ability to work quickly and ef ciently under
stressful conditions.

FedEx Package Handler Work Environments
Package handlers work in a variety of environments. Some work on of oad or onload teams, loading and unload
aircraft at FedEx airport hubs. Others work in warehouse settings, loading, unloading and sorting packages in
FedEx’s ground shipping operation. Some package handlers work at FedEx stations, transferring packages from
shipping containers to delivery vans.
All package-handling environments are fast paced and noisy. Some package handlers must work outside during
hot summer days, frigid winter nights and seasonal downpours. FedEx provides package handlers with uniforms,
raingear and thermal jumpsuits, along with safety gear such as hearing protectors, googles and steel-toed boots.

FedEx Package Handler Education Requirements
FedEx does not have education requirements for package handlers. In its airport hub locations, FedEx often
recruits college students for package handler jobs.

FedEx Package Handler Pay and Bene ts
FedEx package handler wages vary by location. Most package handlers start at $16-18 per hour and are eligible
for a raise after working for six months, based on performance.
FedEx offers a comprehensive bene ts package for permanent full- and part-time workers. In addition to vision,
medical and dental insurance, the company offers retirement plans. Employees also receive paid holiday and
vacation leave.
FedEx has a long history of promoting employees to higher positions. In fact, many of FedEx’s senior managers
started their careers as package handlers.
To support the “promote from within” policy, FedEx offers a tuition assistance program. During my college years, I
worked as a package handler at the FedEx Express World Hub. The company’s tuition assistance program made
it possible for me to pay my way through college and graduate without student debt.
FedEx employees also enjoy reduced shipping rates and discounts on airline tickets.

FedEx Package Handler Job Outlook
Throughout the year, FedEx hires package handlers, as needed. You can often land a temporary package handler
job during the holiday season, when package volume reaches its annual peak. FedEx often offers permanent
positions to temporary workers after they have worked for a few months.

References
FedEx: Package Handler-Warehouse
Uvisor: FedEx Package Handler – Job Description & Salary
FedEx: Compensation and Rewards
FedEx: Working at FedEx
FedEx: Our Story
FedEx: Corporate Fact Sheet
YouTube: Inside the FedEx Express World Hub
YouTube: FedEx Recruiters Tout Good Pay, Part-Time Bene ts
Business Insider: The Founder Of FedEx Saved The Company From Bankruptcy With His Blackjack
Winnings

Resources
YouTube: FedEx Interview -- Package Handler 2

Find a Job
Job Title

Location

Job title or keywords

within 10 miles

City, state, or zip

Search

posted anytime

No jobs found. Check out these popular search terms or try again:
Account Manager Jobs
Customer Service Jobs
Management Jobs
Sales Associate Jobs
Software Engineer Jobs
Job Search by

About the Author
Michael Evans’ career path has taken many planned and unexpected twists and
turns, from TV sports producer to internet project manager to cargo ship
deckhand. He has worked in numerous industries, including higher education,
government, transportation, nance, manufacturing, journalism and travel. Along
the way, he has developed job descriptions, interviewed job applicants and gained
insight into the types of education, work experience and personal characteristics
employers seek in job candidates. Michael graduated from The University of
Memphis, where he studied photography and lm production. He began writing
professionally while working for an online nance company in San Francisco,
California. His writings have appeared in print and online publications, including
Fox Business, Yahoo! Finance, Motley Fool and Bankrate.

More Articles
How to Find a Kinkos Near You
Job Responsibilities of a UPS Supervisor
USPS Distribution Clerk Job Description
How to Get a Job at Kroger
Positions & Ranks in the Navy
Central Transport Employee Bene ts

Continue Reading in Job Descriptions
Law Enforcement Job Descriptions
Administrative Job Descriptions
Healthcare Job Descriptions
Sales Job Descriptions
Fashion Job Descriptions
Education Job Descriptions
Industrial Job Tips
Restaurant Job Descriptions
Professional Job Descriptions
Technical Job Descriptions
Hospitality Job Descriptions

Cite this Article

Get the Job
Get Ahead
Career Paths
Students
Resumes and CVs
Get a Promotion
Compare Careers
Internships and
Applications
Negotiation
Switching Careers
Apprenticeships
Cover Letters
Professional Ethics
Training and Certi cations Entry Level Jobs
Professional References
Professionalism
Start a Company
College Degrees
Interviews
Dealing with Coworkers
Networking
Dealing with Bosses
Professional Licenses and Exams Communication Skills
Managing the Of ce
Disabilities
Harassment and Discrimination
Unemployment

About Us

Terms of Use

Privacy Policy
Find a Job

Copyright Policy

Contact Us

Copyright 2018 Leaf Group Ltd. / Leaf Group Media, All Rights Reserved.
AdChoices

CAREER TREND

GET THE JOB

GET AHEAD

CAREER PATHS

SEARCH

STUDENTS

Check out Careertrend.com's exclusive Hardest Working Colleges report!

Home » Get Ahead » Managing the Of ce

Related Content

HOW TO PREPARE TO BE A POLITICIAN
By Michael Evans; Updated November 19, 2018

How Much Money Does a Senator Make?

Job Description of a State Representative
Politicians shape public policy, serve the needs of their communities and craft the laws we all live by. Becoming a
politician requires a dogged determination to gain support, win elections and remain in of ce. Even though a
political career does not require a speci c educational path, it does require keen skills and a winning personality.
Although a political career might not pay as much money as some professions, some politicians earn comfortable
incomes.

Related Occupations

How Can I Prepare to Be a Politician?
Politicians take various political career paths in route to of ce. Some are motivated to become politicians at an
early age, while others seek of ce after life-changing events or to address issues that affect them and their
communities. George W. Bush followed in his father’s political footsteps to the White House, while U.S.
Congresswoman Jackie Speier, ran for of ce after cult members of the Peoples Temple murdered her boss,
Congressman Tom Lantos.
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However, many political leaders began their careers by following a common set of steps. Many worked as aides to
seasoned of ce holders. Others landed intern positions for politicians while attending college.
Politicians come from all walks of life. President Ronald Reagan starred in dozens of Hollywood lms, before
seeking his rst political of ce as California’s governor. For decades, U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren taught law at
Harvard Law School, before running for the United States Senate.
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Job Description of a US Senator
Common attributes of successful politicians include charisma, good listening skills, a desire to shape policy and
good debate skills. Politicians must have good analytical skills to identify issues, problem-solving skills to draft
solutions, persuasion skills to gain support for policies, fundraising skills to pay for campaigns and tenacity to
move their agendas forward.
Many politicians begin their political careers in local government, before seeking higher of ce at state or federal
levels. For example, President Jimmy Carter began his political career by serving on county hospital and education
boards, before running for governor of Georgia and president of the United States.
To succeed in a progressive political career path, a politician must set and achieve short- and long-term goals,
while developing a base of supporters that can propel her to higher of ce. For example, a newly elected city
council member must expand her network of citizens, political party of cials and business owners. She must craft
signi cant legislation to earn the support of her constituents and succeed in passing bills to develop credibility. At
this point in her career, the councilwoman can boost her future career prospects by nding quali ed political and
policy aides to follower her along her political path. At a local level, politicians often operate with small staffs and
limited campaign funds. During this phase of her political career path, she must learn how to raise more money to
run the more expansive campaigns required for higher of ce.
After ve years in of ce, a politician has learned the ropes of his of ce and likely has sought and won at least one
reelection bid. At this point, he has succeeded in drafting and passing legislation and building a base of
supporters. Typically, successful politicians earn the respect of their political parties, which provide them with
additional support in fundraising and campaigning. With success under his belt, he can launch a campaign for
higher of ce. For example, after serving for a couple of terms as a local school board member, he might run for
mayor.
After 10 years in political of ces, a politician typically has a substantial base of supporters, trusted aides and the
support of her political party. At this stage, she has gained enough credibility to further her career to a larger
group of constituents. For example, if the city councilwoman served one term on the council, followed by two
terms as mayor, she might decide to run for the state senate or the governor’s of ce.

How Early Can I Start a Career in Politics?
Age requirements for jobs in politics vary by of ce and location. The United States Constitution limits seats in the
U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives to candidates who are at least 30 years old and 25 years old,
respectively. Likewise, the constitution limits presidential candidates to people who are at least 35 years old, and
presidential candidates must have been born in the U.S.
Most states limit candidates to their legislatures to people who are 18 to 30 years old. In many states, state
houses of representatives and state senates have different age limits. For instance, Alaska state senators must be
at least 25 years old, while house members must be at least 21. Some states impose the same age limit on both
houses of the legislature. For example, California restricts seats in both houses of its legislature to people 18
years of age and older.
Most state constitutions restrict their governor’s of ce to people who are at least 19 to 35 years old. However,
some states – including Vermont and Kansas – do not impose age restrictions on their highest of ce. In fact, in
2018, 14-year-old Ethan Sonneborn ran for the governor of Vermont.
To run for many political of ces, you also must meet other requirements. For example, many state legislatures
have state or district residency restrictions, as well as U.S. citizenship requirements. Some state constitutions and
local charters also ban political candidates with certain criminal convictions.

How Do You Get Involved in a Political Campaign?
You can nd countless ways to get involved in political campaigns. Most political campaign websites have pages
that allow you to sign up for volunteer opportunities. For instance, 2018 gubernatorial candidate Jared Polis’
campaign website included a “Get Involved” page, which enabled supporters to volunteer to make phone calls or
go door to door to speak with voters. You also can call a candidate’s campaign of ce to inquire about volunteer
opportunities or sign up for volunteer work at a campaign rally. Volunteer work often puts you in contact with the
movers and shakers of political parties, which can help you expand your network for your political career. If you
have marketing skills or political experience, you might qualify for a paid position with a political campaign.
You can join organizations which advocate for causes you support. For example, if you want to advance an animal
rights agenda, you can become a member of an animal rights group. If women’s health issues have affected your
life, you can nd politically active groups at local, state and national levels. Cause-related groups typically hold
meetings to discuss legislation proposals and to offer volunteer opportunities for circulating informational yers,
pledge drives and membership recruitment.
To become familiar with politicians and issues, you can attend city council or town hall meetings. By attending
such events, you can nd politicians whose views align with yours and learn more about issues such as poverty,
the environment, wage laws and education. By seeing candidates interact with constituents and learning more
about their agendas, you can decide which of ceholder you want to support.
City election commissions need volunteers to run polling stations on Election Day. Polling station volunteers
maintain voter rolls, answer voter questions and manage ballots.
You also might organize a voter registration drive geared toward citizens whose views align with those of the
candidate support. For example, if you support a candidate who advocates for bicycle lanes on city streets, you
could set up a voter registration table along the route of a bicycle rally. Check with your local election commission
to nd out more about how to register voters.

Do I Need a Political Science Degree to Get Into Politics?
Political careers do not require a degree in political science. In fact, political positions do not require you to have a
college degree. While many politicians have college degrees, others have successfully worked their way up the
political ladder without one. For example, Scott Walker dropped out of college before completing his studies, but
served two terms as Wisconsin’s governor.
According to a 2015 New York Times report, political strategists prefer candidates who have college degrees,
because over 40 percent of voters hold degrees. Nonetheless, many politicians win elections based on their
political stance to important issues, not on their educational background.

What Majors Do Politicians Have?
While political of ces do not require a college education, most politicians at the federal level have at least one

degree. According to a 2017 Pew Research Center report, in the 115th Congress, all but 5 percent of House of
Representative members had college degrees. During the same congressional period, all U.S. senators had
college degrees.
Successful politicians have a wide variety of college degrees. Jimmy Carter earned a graduate degree in nuclear
physics from Union College, while Ronald Reagan studied sociology and economics at Eureka College. George W.
Bush earned a history degree in American and European studies from Yale University and Barack Obama studied
political and international affairs at Columbia University, before earning his Juris Doctor degree from Harvard Law
School.
Debates often center on the type of degree best suited for aspiring politicians. Many politicians hold law degrees,
which prepares them for political of ce in numerous ways. Law school teaches students how to think critically,
challenge conventional policies and learn debate skills.
The law profession tends to attract the same types of personalities that jobs in politics do. Lawyers and politicians
have the tenacity to put their views forward and argue their positions to win. Perusing the alumni of Harvard Law
School, you can nd the names of many high-ranking past and present politicians, including Ted Cruz, Elizabeth
Warren, Mitt Romney and Elizabeth Dole.
Law school prepares aspiring politicians in ways that other degree programs do not. In legal debates, students
must understand and consider the perspectives of people who oppose theirs. Lawyers must understand how
precedents in case law affect their cases and how and when they can challenge precedents. This prepares
politicians for proposing legislation or policies that challenge the status quo. Navigating the complex nature of
many legal cases provides a foundation for future politicians to learn problem-solving skills. A law education also
teaches students how to compromise and nd a mutually bene cial outcome when two parties disagree.

How Much Money Do Politicians Make?
Politician salaries vary by of ce and pay limits set by the local, state and federal governments in which they serve.
According to a 2018 CNBC report, citing a Zippia survey, Pennsylvania state representatives make more than
$85,0000, while their governor takes home nearly $190,000. Kansas’ governor makes nearly $100,000 per year,
but its state representatives earn less than $10,000. New Hampshire’s state representatives make a paltry $100
per year.
The president of the United States makes $400,000 per year, while the vice president earns $230,000. Members
of the U.S. Congress take home $174,000, while majority and minority leaders of both houses make $193,400.
At a local level, some mayors earn more money than federal congress members. According to a 2018 The
Business Journals survey, San Francisco, California’s mayor makes more than $300,000, while the mayor of New
York City earns $260,000.
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THE AVERAGE SALARY OF MERCHANT MARINES
By Michael Evans; Updated October 15, 2018
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In peacetime, the United States Merchant Marines plays a vital role in U.S. commerce, transporting goods within
the country and between the United States and foreign nations. To command a U.S. Merchant Marine ship,
merchant mariners must complete a four-year degree program sponsored by the United States government.
Completing the program sets them on a course for a life of maritime adventure, as well as a merchant mariner
of cer salary.

What Is the Merchant Marines?

Related Occupations

Job Growth: -6.9%

Merchant mariners have played an important role in United States security since the American War of
Independence. However, the Merchant Marines did not become an of cial part of the country’s wartime and
peacetime strategic plan until the passage of the Merchant Marine Act of 1936.

2014-2016
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$57,090

The Merchant Marines is a eet of commercial ships used to import and export goods, raw materials and
commodities during peacetime. During wartime, the Merchant Marine transports troops, military equipment and
other materials used to support the war effort. Merchant mariners, also called Merchant Marines, are of cers in
the Merchant Marine.
During World War II, the Merchant Marine took the brunt of Nazi Germany’s earliest assaults against the United
States, as German U-boats torpedoed commercial ships along the East and Gulf coasts. The relentless
bombardments continued throughout the war, leading to the deaths of more than 9,000 Merchant Marines.
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Today’s Merchant Marine eet includes tankers, freighters, ferries and tugboats. They sail within America’s
waterways and on the sea, transporting goods between countries. All Merchant Marine ships y the United
States ag and private companies own most of the eet.

Maritime Academies
Many Merchant Marines receive their training at a government-sponsored maritime academy. The Maritime
Administration, a U.S. Department of Transportation agency, operates the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
(USMMA) in Kings Point, New York. The Administration also provides some funding to six State Maritime
Academies: California Maritime Academy in Vallejo, California; Great Lakes Maritime Academy in Traverse City,
Michigan; Maine Maritime Academy in Castine, Maine; Massachusetts Maritime Academy in Buzzards Bay,
Massachusetts; SUNY Maritime College in Fort Schuyler, New York and Texas A&M Maritime Academy in
Galveston, Texas.
Maritime academies offer programs for Merchant Marines and the U.S. Armed Forces. The academies’ four-year
Merchant Marine program leads to a Bachelor of Science degree. Coursework includes marine transportation,
logistics and intermodal transportation, marine engineering, maritime technology and shipyard management.
Academy students earn the rank of Midshipman, which means junior of cer. During the course, Midshipmen
spend a year working on commercials ships, serving as crew.
To qualify for admission to a maritime academy, you must be at least 17 years old, but younger than 25. Most
applicants must be United States citizens. International applicants require congressional authorization. All
applicants must obtain a nomination by a United States member of Congress, meet physical and character
requirements, and pass a security check.

Merchant Marine Service Obligation
Students who attend a maritime academy for more than two years must complete a service committed,
mandated by their education contracts. After graduation, they must maintain an of cer’s license for at least six
years and serve in the Merchant Marine for ve years. Additionally, they must serve for eight years as a reserve
of cer in the U.S. Navy Reserve, U.S. National Guard or U.S. Coast Guard. In the event a Midshipman does not
meet the commitment, the U.S. Secretary of Transportation can order her or him to serve three years active duty
in the U.S. Navy.

Military to Mariner Program
The Maritime Administration administers the Military to Mariner program, which helps U.S. Navy of cers nd
Merchant Marine jobs after they leave the service. The program also helps service members navigate licensing
requirements.

Merchant Marine Licensing
Students of the Merchant Marine Academy earn a Midshipman’s license as part of their program. The U.S. Coast
Guard administers licensing of all Merchant Marine of cers. In some cases, experienced mariners who did not
attend a merchant marine academy can qualify for a Merchant Marine’s license.
Skilled, unlicensed crew members can work in entry-level positions on Merchant Marine vessels. Most unlicensed
crew members have sea experience and training. The Coast Guard offers licenses with a variety of endorsements.
First class pilots can navigate ships as they enter and leave harbors. Operators can operate certain types of
vessels that do not require Coast Guard inspection. Masters are quali ed to command ships and mates serve as
Masters’ second in command. Ship Engineers operate and maintain vessel systems such as engines, electrical
systems and pumps.
Obtaining a Merchant Marine license involves passing an examination and passing a drug test, along with paying
fees.

Merchant Seaman Salary
In 2017, water transportation workers earned a median salary of more than $55,000, according to a U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics survey of all seamen. Ship engineers made the most money, around $73,000.
According to the employment website ZipRecruiter, Merchant Marines earn $18,000 to $111,500, with an
average income of $53,661.

Merchant Marine Jobs Outlook
According to the BLS, job opportunities for water transportation workers should increase by around 8 percent,
through 2026. Much of the increase stems from the demand for commodities such as grains and petroleum
products.
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